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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PONTA DELGADA 212 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : IUNE 6 PASSES WITHOUT INCIDENT 

1 . IN SPITE OF CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION THAT THERE WOULD BE 
INCIDENTS IN PONTA DELGADA ON JUNE 6, THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FIRST INDEPENDENCE DEMONSTRATION IN THE AZORES, THE 
DAY PASSED PEACEFULLY. SEPARATISTS WENT TO A MASS AND SEVERAL 
HUNDRED ATTENDED A CEREMONY HONORING PAST SUPPORTERS OF AUTONOMY. 
A NUMBER OF STORES IN PONTA DELGADA CLOSED AND MOST SECONDARY 
STUDENTS STAYED AWAY FROM CLASSES. THERE WERE REPORTS THAT 
PRESSURE AND INTIMIDATION WERE USED BY STUDENTS TO CONVINCE 

SOME MERCHANTS TO CLOSE. 

2. COMMENT: THE REGIONAL GOVERNT'S FIRM ATTITUDE (REFUSAL TO 
PERMIT SCHOOL CLOSING OR A PARADE) HELPED TO KEEP THE JUNE 6 
ACTIVITIES TO A MINIMUM. NOW THAT JUNE 6 HAS PASSED WITHOUT 
INCIDENTS THE HIGHLY CHARGED POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE OF THE LAST 
THREE WEEKS SHOULD DISAPATE. 
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